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PUBLISHER' S NOTE 

This spring, contcmporary archi
tecture lost onc of its grcat pa
trons with the untimely death of 
A. Whitney Griswold, prcsident 
of Yale Universit)'· Rising on the 
New Haven campus are 28 new 
buildings which will stand for 
years as tributes to the architcc
tural sensitivity of the man. 

A tribute to Griswold of an
othcr kind appears on page 87-
a thoughtful appraisal of his in
Auence on the archjtecture of Yale 
by Senior Editor Walter Mc
Quadc. This article on thc role 
of the client is an appropriate 
part of FoRu,c's editoria! fran
chise, far thc magazine's publish
ing philosophy has always bcen 
based on the firrn belief that better 
architecture results when building 
clicnts have an apprcciation of 
the professional architect, and an 
undcrstanding of what makcs 
architecture grcat. That is why 
FoRu,1 is cclitcd far clients and 
architccts alike, and that is what 
sets FoRUM apart from the fine 
magazincs publishcd far the archi
tectural prof essi on alone. ( Today, 
22,300 building clienls of ali 
kinds - commerciai, industria i, 
and institutional-subscribe to 
foRUM along with 15,000 U.S. 
and Canadian architccts and dc

signcrs.} 
Apparently architcct rcadcrs ap

preciatc thc cditors' efTorts Lo 
win far them-and for architcc
turc-the rcspccl of thosc who 
commission, pay for, and occupy 
buildings. In recent wccks a num
bcr of architects have said so: 
• "Great architccturc is achicvccl 
when grcaL clients retain greal 
architccts ancl clemancl their besl. 
Too many goocl architccts do 
poor work, not bccausc of any 
lack of ta lent, bul bccausc of lack 
of unclcrstancling by thc clicnt"
a Curai Gablcs architcct. 
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• " I scc thc FoRu,1 more oftcn 
in my clicnts' waiting rooms than 
in my own office, ancl I am vcry 
giaci indccd that the magazine 
circulatcs among non-architects so 
widely"-a Princeton architect. 
• " Design genius cannot Aourish 
unless both client and architect 
unclcrstand what is to be accomp
lished and the tools rhat are at 
hand. It's a tough roacl you've 
taken, but plcase keep on it!"
a Houston architecr. 

FoRUM's long-standing regard 
for the building clicnt seems more 
pertinen t each boom ing yea r-as 
more and more clients gain ex
perience or become almost con
tinuous participants in building. 
Their growing construction ex
pericnce and their understanding 
of architecture bode well for the 
building of a better America. 

* * * 

Another auspicious trend in thc 
samc direction is the increasing 
use of the negotiated contract, 
which Senior Editor Davicl Cari
son reports on page 125. I t brings 
the experienced contractor into 
the builcling project cluring the 
planning proccss, permitting him 
LO sharc with both architect and 
clicnt his intimate knowlcclge of 
tcchniqucs, matcrials, and costs. 
( Pcrhaps this trend explains thc 
contractor's growing intcrest in 
foR U '1 : his ranks among i ts 
subscribcrs now numbcr 7,300.) 

To intcrcst a ll who influcncc 
bui lcling is inclcccl, as the 
Tlouston architcct says, ua tough 
road." But, Fonu~t's cditors havc 
bccn travcling thal roacl for mC1ny 
ycars ancl happily rcport that i1 
gcts lcss tough, more rcwarcling 
a'i. thcy movc along. This monLh 1s 
50-milc hikc bcgins on pagc 5. 
Come along-J. c. n ., JR. 
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